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The theme of the July 2014 Annual Conference of the 
Church of the Brethren in Columbus, Ohio was “Live as 
Courageous Disciples.”  We had several excellent confer-
ence speakers that spoke on various aspects of the book 
of Philippians.  I am going to share some of their 
thoughts. 
 
Dr. Thomas G. Long shared that sometimes we go 
through brown, desert experiences in this life.  When we 
face our human mortality, we appreciate the spiritual wa-
ters that enable us to experience God’s green pastures.  
We begin to appreciate the meaning of an agape love that 
asks for nothing in return.  It is the proclamation of the 
Gospel that matters most in life. 
 
Our Conference Moderator, Nancy Heishman, shared that 
the early Philippian church had a lot of diversity that in-
cluded a business woman, a Roman jailer, as well as a 
slave girl.  Diversity can be delightful when our loyalty to 
each other is greater than our differences.  Faithful obedi-
ence to Christ is important.  In our faithful obedience to 
God we should want to be the same as Jesus. 
 
Bob Kettering shared that many congregations have lost 
their first love.  He believes that instead of a congrega-
tional leadership crisis, we have a Lordship crisis.  He in-
vited us to share a star-spangled faith.  Our faith should 
shine like the stars.  Let’s not pout when we don’t get our 
way.  Instead of running in place, we should be running 
the race. 
 
Erin Matteson presented her message in word and in 
song.  She said that music was her first prayer life.  She 
explained that the Apostle Paul’s spiritual formation 
changed his life.  Paul’s experience with Christ was deep 
and wide.  She challenged us to undertake spiritual exca-
vation.  She encouraged us to keep our core values as we 
take in God’s breath of life. 
 
Stafford Frederick shared that last words are always very  

important.  Especially important are Jesus’ last words 
known as The Great Commission.  Jesus had absolute  
authority.  It is a personal decision to always follow Jesus, 
that will result in true joy.  We are called to live a life of joy, 
not a life of happiness that depends on circumstances.  
Only when Jesus is Lord, can there be joy in one’s life.  He 
challenged us to smile and be followers of Jesus Christ.  
He asked us if we were committed to Jesus Christ, or are 
we along for the ride?  He said that we are living in a post-
prayer world.  He asked the question, “Why doesn’t prayer 
excite the church?”   He believes that prayer must be a pri-
ority in the life of the church because prayer is the only 
thing that will make a difference in the life of the church.  
He further stated that government or organizations cannot 
solve our problems, only Jesus can solve our problems.  
We must follow Jesus with courage.  We can make deci-
sions that will last for eternity.  On the basis of I Thessalo-
nians 5:16-18 he challenged us to live lives filled with joy, 
prayer, and thankfulness.  Live lives of joy in Jesus Christ! 
 
Another very moving part of Annual Conference was when 
we were addressed by Rebecca Dali, the wife of the Presi-
dent of the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria, Samuel Dali.  
She stated that 2,000 believers have had their lives taken 
by Islamic terrorists since 2009.  Forty-six churches have 
been burned, over 1,000 homes have been looted, de-
stroyed, or burnt down.  Churches are being rebuilt using 
cement and iron instead of wood, so that they cannot be 
burned.  250,000 people in Nigeria have had to flee for 
their lives. Some are now living as refugees in Chad or 
Cameroon.  She said that she has seen believers slaugh-
tered like animals in front of her by the Islamic terrorists. 
 
An important action of Annual Conference was the adop-
tion of A Resolution Responding to Violence in Nigeria.  
This resolution included a commitment to spend significant 
amounts of time in fasting and prayer beginning Sunday, 
August 17, through Sunday, August 24.  We have been 
invited to pray and fast for peace and reconciliation, not 
only in Nigeria but also in the Democratic Republic of the 

Annual Conference Reflections 
by Pastor Len Smith 

            The Broadfording Church of the Brethren Fellowship 
  

                                             14010 Greencastle Pike, Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Len Smith, Pastor 
 

301-791-5432 (Church Office)   717-328-4496 (Residence) 
 

Pastor’s home email address: lensmith@tkimail.com 
Church’s email: broadfordingcob@verizon.net 

 

Official church website: 
www.thebroadfordingcobfellowship.org 

 

Official Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/thebroadfordingcobfellowship 

Annual Conference Reflections,  continued on next page 



Annual Conference Reflections, continued 
 
Congo, South Sudan, Syria, and other places where 
Christians face violent threats. 
 
I invite us to also pray for successful international relief 
efforts and the release of the hundreds of Nigerian 
school girls and others who have been kidnapped. 

Ekklesiyar Yan? uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria) has requested American Brethren 
to walk with them through prayer and fasting, during a 
time of escalating violence in Nigeria.  Also, donations 
to support relief efforts for those affected by the vio-
lence are received by the EYN Compassion Fund. 
 
Nigerian Brethren churches and their communities have 
been among the many targets of Boko Haram, an 
extremist insurgent group violently seeking a “pure” 
Islamic state.  Attacks, killings, and kidnappings by 
Boko Haram have become regular occurrences in 
northeastern Nigeria, where EYN is headquartered and 
has many churches. 
 
Schoolgirls kidnapped.  Nigeria gained world attention 
when Boko Haram kidnapped more than 200 girls from 
a secondary school in Chibok, where in previous dec-
ades a Brethren mission station was located.  Most of 
the girls are from EYN.  General secretary Stan 
Noffsinger and mission executive Jay Wittmeyer sent 
a letter to each Church of the Brethren congregation 
requesting prayer for the girls. 

Brethren offer prayer, support to 
Nigerian church in crisis 

 

Annual Conference moderator Nancy S. Heishman has 
issued an invitation to join in prayer with the people of 
Nigeria and particularly the Church of the Brethren in 
Nigeria.  Here are brief daily guides.  Fuller versions are 
at www.brethren.org. 
   Sunday:  Mark 9:33-37, 10:13-16.  Challenge: to regu-
larly engage in fasting, replacing a meal with a time of 
prayer. 
   Monday:  Philippians 1:27-30.  Focus: faithfulness in 
partnership and witness.  Pray for opportunities for EYN 
to develop cooperative relationships with Muslim 
neighbors and to promote peace and harmony. 
   Tuesday:  Philippians 4:4-9.  Focus: peace, patience, 
and faithfulness in prayer.  Pray that EYN may rejoice in 
the presence of Christ within and among them, and that 
the power of prayer sustains them. 
   Wednesday:  Isaiah 43:1-7.  Focus: the comforting as-
surance of God’s presence, “I will be with you.” 
   Thursday:  Ephesians 1:15-23.  Focus: the immeasur-
able greatness of God’s power.  Pray for the religious 
community in Nigeria to have courage, maintain faith, 
and trust in God’s saving power. 
   Friday:  Psalm 9.  Focus: trusting in God’s righteous 
judgment.  Call on God to “execute righteous and equita-
ble judgment” on behalf of innocent victims. 
   Saturday:  Isaiah 40.  Focus: comfort, hope, and 
strength.  Pray that God’s glory is revealed even through 

PRAYER FOCUS: NIGERIA 

Find the latest updates on EYN and Nigeria at 
www.brethren.org/partners/nigeria/news.html. 

—Tapestry, News from the Church of the Brethren, July-August 2014, Volume 12, Issue 6 

Some of the money that we regularly contribute on a 
quarterly basis from our outreach budget to Brethren 
Disaster Ministries is helping to provide shelter, emer-
gency food, and water to the displaced Nigerians flee-
ing the violence.  May we together pray that our Nige-
rian brothers and sisters in Christ too will continue to 
live as courageous disciples. 

Clear Spring Lions Club appreciates food bank support 
 
     This is just a short note of thanks to the congregation of Broadfording Church of the Brethren Fel-
lowship for their continued support of the Clear Spring Food Bank.  Your recent check in the amount 
of $233.18 has been received and very much appreciated by the food bank.  The support of your 
church helps us to continue to give those in need in the Clear Spring School District a balanced diet 
that is necessary to remain in good health so they can continue living a good life.  They are very 
thankful for what they receive from the food bank and continue to pray for all those who support it. 
     Again, thanks for your wonderful and continued support. 

 

                                                                           Lion Harry Bryan, Clear Spring Food Bank Manager (May 7, 2014) 
 
NOTE:  The check for $233.18 represents the offering collected at our Good Friday Service on April 18, 2014.  Addition- 
            ally, because of the flash flooding experienced by Clear Spring residents on June 12, 2014, our Vacation Bible
            School offering of $390.15 as well as nonperishable food items donated by the congregation during the month of 
            July aided the food bank. 

 



Poultry Project Progress in Nigeria 
 

A grant of $40,000 was awarded in 2013 to the Integrated 
Community Based Development Programme (ICBDP) of 
the Rural Development Department of Ekklesiyar Yan? uwa 
a Nigeria (EYN - Church of the Brethren in Nigeria), in 
order to expand its agricultural services.  The centerpiece 
of this new effort has been a poultry project for egg produc-
tion and to provide day-old chicks to farmers in northeast-
ern Nigeria using half of the grant ($20,000).  After one 
year of operation, ICBDP reports total net monthly sales 
averaging N400,000 in the Nigerian currency the Naira 
($2,500), with an anticipated accumulated net profit of 
N4,000,000 ($25,000) by the end of 2014.  Part two of 
ICBDP’s expansion has begun.  Its objective is to supply 
quality fertilizer to its farming clients.  ICBDP has entered 
into a contractual agreement with a well known fertilizer 
company in Nigeria. 
 
In recent correspondence received by Global Food Crisis 
Fund manager, Jeff Boshart, from the head of the ICBDP 
department, Markus Vashawa, he describes how eggs are 
purchased by the crate by many vendors or “hawkers” 
who then sell these eggs in rural villages.  The majority of 
the customers are Muslims because they believe in the 
quality of Christian products.  In conclusion, Markus 
sends his appreciation for support from the Church of the 
Brethren and the Global Food Crisis Fund.  He writes, 
“May the almighty God continue to strengthen our rela-
tionship in providing services to his people.  We can’t do 
anything except God is by our side to inspire us in his  
direction.” 

Grants from Global Food Crisis Fund aid chicken, pig, fish, and honey bee projects 

Producing to Grow in Honduras 
 

Proyecto Aldea Global (PAG or Project Global Village) has 
begun its second year of a two-year animal raising project 
called Producing to Grow.  This is funded by a $60,000 
GFCF grant spread over two years.  Julie Morrow Davila, 
PAG’s information coordinator, recently provided an up-
date after year one.  This initiative is working with Lenca 
Indian families living on the west side of PANACAM 
(Parque Nacional Azul Meambar).  As of March 2014, this 
project has directly benefitted 240 families living in 15 
communities.  PAG staff members are providing animals 
and training in chicken, pig, fish, and honey bee projects. 
 
                            The chicken project beneficiary families 
                            have an average of 12 hens laying eggs 
                            on a daily basis.  Chicks are being 
                            raised and passed on to new families.  
                            Training includes information on proper 
                            feeding amounts, water and temperature 
                            requirements for young chicks, along 

   with vaccination against illnesses. 
 

Pig production project recipients learn how to construct 
maternity pens, to assist their pigs during birthing, and pro-
vide medication when needed, and are encouraged to 
teach their neighbors.  Fish farmers are learning to man-
age feed and water quality and quantity.  One family in-
volved with the bee project has an apiary of 19 honey-
producing hives and this year added 6 new swarms. 
 
—E-news of the Global Food Crisis Fund, Summer 2014 

Summer camp is in full swing at Joy EL Ministries 
 
Thank you for your gift of support.  It is a joy to have ministry partners who financially share so I can serve our LORD. 
 
Summer camp is in full swing.  Adventure campers are living in tents and cooking their own meals.  They are stationed 
away from the  main camp, away from modern conveniences.  Day campers arrive each morning and leave at 4:00 each 
day.  Overnight campers arrive on Sunday and stay thru Friday.  Each group caters to the needs of a particular group. 
 
I hear the happy sounds of campers outside my office window.  Campers are playing a game or enjoying the pool and 
splash ground.  I enter the Worship Center and hear campers and staff singing praise to our LORD and Savior.  In the 
Worship Center, I slip unnoticed into a back row seat.  The campers who are seated toward the front are so engaged that 
they don’t notice my entrance. 
 
Today as I spoke with campers, I asked for a volunteer to recite a verse they had memorized this week.  A six year old girl 
recited a lengthy verse without hesitation or help.  It is obvious that the staff have provided activities to reinforce this learn-
ing process.  I am excited by how I see God working. 
 
I have finished writing the Released Time curriculum for this fall.  I pray God will bless these lessons and allow His Word to 
shine. 
 
Pray for the remainder of our summer as we minister to many campers and train our volunteers for the new Released Time 
year. 
 
Lois Ann Glessner 



Brethren Disaster Ministries is directing three grants total-
ing $175,000 to rehabilitation and livelihoods work in the 
Philippines.  The grants from the Emergency Disaster 
Fund (EDF) follow on the devastation caused by Typhoon 
Haiyan in Nov. 2013.  The funds will support Heifer Inter-
national livelihoods work on the island of Leyte, Lutheran 
World Relief livelihoods work on the islands of Cebu and 
Leyte, and rehabilitation work by a Filipino nonprofit in the 
coastal community of Tanauan, Leyte. 
 
As of the end of April, donors to the EDF had earmarked 
more than $211,000 for Haiyan response. 
 
Heifer International:  $70,000 is supporting Heifer 
International livelihoods work on the island of Leyte.  This 
grant will help fund the Building Resiliency and Sustain-
able Agribusiness in Haiyan-Damaged Areas of Central 
Philippines.  The project will assist 5,000 families in 
rebuilding, recovering, and developing lost livelihoods, 
while also ensuring disaster preparedness in their respec-
tive communities.  Through capacity building, training, 
instituting CMDRR, expanding agribusiness projects, 
replacing lost/deceased livestock, strengthening social 
capital, capacitating groups and cooperatives, and other 
climate-adaptation and preparedness initiatives, the pro-
ject aims to empower families to become more resilient 
and self-reliant. 

Lutheran World Relief:  $70,000 for Lutheran World Re-
lief livelihoods work supports a long-term response called 
the Resiliency and Change for Haiyan Affected Families 
and Communities.  This project benefits coconut farmers 
and coastal fisherfolk on the islands of Cebu and Leyte.  
The grant also will help equip local government and or-
ganizations to assist in long-term sustainable solutions.  
Funds will support the objective to ensure that 
farming- and fishing-related livelihoods of the most vulner-
able are rehabilitated to be more sustainable and resilient 
in future disasters.  Assistance will be given to coconut 
farmers to transition to cocoa and other priority crops, as 
determined by the local agriculture sector.  The fisherfolk 
will be supported by helping coastal communities restore 
seaweed farming, providing livelihood insurance, and 
rehabilitating coastal mangrove areas, while strengthen- 
ing community organization. 
 
Burublig para ha Tanauan:  $35,000 is going to rehabili-
tation work in the coastal community of Tanauan, Leyte.  
The majority ($30,000) will support newly organized Filipino 
nonprofit Burublig para ha Tanauan, which seeks to help 
in the restoration of the town.  This portion of the grant will 
focus on providing fishing nets, a sewing center, and pedi-
cabs for families who lost their homes and sources of in-
come.  The remaining $5,000 will provide school supplies 
for students and teachers at Tanauan High School. 

—Tapestry, News from the Church of the Brethren, July-August 2014, Volume 12, Issue 6 

 

Brethren Disaster Ministries directs $175,000 in grants to livelihoods work 
and rehabilitation in the Philippines 

 

Project Location 
 

 
Binghamton, N.Y. 

 
Holton, Ind. 

 
Prattsville, N.Y. 

 
Schoharie, N.Y. 

 
Southern Ohio 

 
Toms River, N.J. 

 
Total 

 

Disaster Type 
 
 

Tropical Storm Lee 
 

Tornado 
 

Hurricane Irene 
 

Hurricane Irene 
 

Local Project 
 

Hurricane Sandy 

—Brethren Disaster Ministries BRIDGES, Vol. 15. Spring 2014 

 

Volunteers 
 

 
346 

 
191 

 
162 

 
252 

 
23 

 
181 

 
1,155 

  Value of 
  Hours Served* 

 
$505,323.36 

 
$209,710.08 

 
$217,503.36 

 
$372,129.12 

 
$6,199.20 

 
$262,314.72 

 
$1,573,179.84 

Brethren Disaster Ministries 2013 Response Statistics 

 

Workdays 
 

 
2,853 

 
1,184 

 
1,228 

 
2,101 

 
35 

 
1,481 

 
8,882 

 

Hours 
 

 
22,824 

 
9,472 

 
9,824 

 
16,808 

 
280 

 
11,848 

 
71,056 

  Families 
  Served 

 
64 

 
7 

 
9 

 
28 

 
1 

 
10 

 
119 

* Estimated Value of Volunteer Service = $22.14/hour, according to U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 



The tables set for all to see 
In full view of my enemy 
My head with oil you did anoint; 
Filled my cup to its highest point 
Goodness and mercy follow me 
However long my life may be 
I have been promised in His word 
To dwell forever with the Lord 
Who in his word reveals today 
“I am the Life, the Truth, the Way” 
Pray for the wisdom and the sense 
To always know the difference 
Between the Truth that God is giving 
And the way that man is living. 
 
                             Yours in Christ, 
                         Gerald C. Haines Sr. 

23rd Psalm in Retrospect 
My Shepherd 

As I have read Psalm twenty-three 
A motto has been given me 
And in these words I do detect 
My Shepherd’s care in retrospect. 
“I shall not want,” my Lord has said 
In pastures green I lay my head. 
He leadeth me by waters still; 
Restores my soul: leads by His will. 
Each day with Him this walk I take 
The way he leads for His name’s sake 
And though I walk through death’s shadow 
I fear no evil as I go. 
For thou art walking by my side; 
Thy rod and staff with me abide. 

Submitted by Heather Reese as a tribute to her grandfather. 

Judy Kay’s eye is healing well 
 
The phone rings again.  Another member of the Central 
Church wants to know how Judy is doing.  Now re-
sponding by memory in Spanish, I explain that Judy has 
to keep her head down on the table while remaining 
still.  Thankfully, however, the detached retina and cata-
ract surgery was successful. 
 

The caller asks, “Did you ever consider going to the 
USA for the surgery?”  “We never did,” I reply, “because 
we had confidence in the Dominican retina specialist 
here in Santiago.”  I explain that our good friend from 
church, who is an optometrist, is energetically oversee-
ing Judy’s post-op care and making sure that I take 
good care of her! 
 

Life for me took a startling turn March 3 after Judy’s ret-
ina surgery.  Up to that point I had done very little in the 
house, even though Judy called my attention to it from 
time to time.  But after Judy’s surgery, I had to do EVE-
RYTHING:  dishes, wash and hang clothes, clean 
house, dust, cook meals (although a LOT of people 
brought food), squeeze lemons, cut mangoes, and 
make coffee. 
 

It is an honor to serve Judy, and I continue to help with 
the domestic chores (by popular demand); however, it’s 
a relief that she has resumed her normal activities.  We 
are grateful for the many phone calls and visits from 
concerned friends here, as well as the more than 300 
Facebook and email messages from friends in the USA.  
Thank you for your prayers!  The eye is healing well. 
 
          —Bob Kay (excerpts from June 2014 newsletter) 

Gospel sing raises funds for Kyler Stotler 
 
 A gospel music benefit concert was held at Broadford-
ing Church of the Brethren Fellowship on May 17 to 
help defray medical expenses for Kyler Stotler, a young 
boy with a rare metabolic disease. 
 
Lynn Bibbee, of the Downsville Church of the Brethren 
and organizer of the event, thanks the Broadfording 
Church for use of its facility.  With Modern Woodmen of 
America’s $2,500 match, Kyler’s family was presented 
over $5,100 from this fundraiser. 

Broadfording scheduling changes 
 
Effective August 6, the Walk & Talk Bible study group 
will meet on Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  A half hour of 
walking in the multipurpose room will be followed by 
Bible study from 8:30 to 9:30 in the Faith Searchers’ 
classroom. 
 
Beginning September 2, Cearfoss Senior Connection 
will resume a weekly scheduling of activities.  Upcom-
ing programs are announced in Sunday bulletins. 
 
Wednesday evening ministries that were suspended 
for the summer will resume on September 3.  These 
include activities for children and youth as well as adult 
choir rehearsals. 
 
Please prayerfully consider making a commitment 
to faithfully participate in one or more of the many 
ongoing programs offered by our church. 
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44th Annual Dunker Church 
Remembrance Service 

 

This annual worship service will be held in the restored 
Dunker Church at the Antietam National Battlefield, 

Sharpsburg, Md., on Sunday, September 14, at 3:00 p.m.  
Pastors Tim and Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey of the 

Hagerstown Church of the Brethren will be the preach-
ers.  This will be a remembrance service reflecting on 

what the Dunker Church symbolizes for 1862 and 2014.  
This service is sponsored by area Churches of the 

Brethren and is open to the public.  For more informa-
tion, please call Eddie Edmonds, 304-267-4135; 

Tom Fralin, 301-432-2653; or Ed Poling, 301-766-9005. 

 

Celebrate Summer! 
 

Mark your calendar for the Second Annual 
Shepherd’s Spring Celebrate Summer Festival. 

 

August 16, 2014        11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Enjoy swimming, tours and games.  Be entertained by a 
comedy team, a band, and a performing arts troupe.  

Great food—BBQ, corn on the cob, tomatoes from Shep-
herd’s Spring gardens, ice cream, and bake sale. 

 

Free. 

 

The Broadfording Church of the Brethren 
Fellowship 

 

14010 Greencastle Pike, Hagerstown, MD  21740 
 

Saturday, 
August 23, 2014 

 
Doors open at 9:00 a.m. 

Bidding begins at 10:00 a.m. 
 

ATTIC TREASURES 
HANDCRAFTED ITEMS INCLUDING HANDMADE QUILTS 

BAKED GOODS 
 

Also:  Longaberger baskets; collectibles; 
homemade jelly, relish, and candy; 

many household items; 
gift cards, certificates, and new items 

from local businesses; 
and much, much more! 

 
Food stand will be open during the entire event. 

 
Donations of small items can be brought to the church 
before August 17.  Large items can be brought to the 
church on August 17.  Please bring baked goods on 
August 22 or 23.  If you have items that need to be 

picked up, please call Sam Hawbaker at 301-739-7598 
or Bill Hann at 301-739-9445. 

 
Volunteers are needed to help set up on August 22 

and to clean up following the auction. 
 

Sign-up sheets are available for listing donations 
as well as for volunteering to help. 

 
Proceeds benefit our building fund. 

 

 Save the date … 
 

Saturday, October 18 
Served 4:00—7:00 p.m. 

 
The Broadfording Church 
of the Brethren Fellowship 
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